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INDICADOR DE DESEMPEÑO 

Identificar las diferentes clases de textos y utilizar correctamente el CAN – CAN’T  

We have it! 

• Reading strategies  

Identify text source 

Readings come from different sources: posters, newspapers, magazines, books, ads, etc. 

identify where the text below comes from. 

 

Exercise 

 

1. Discuss with your classmates 

• What is this text about? 

• What kind of text is it? 

In English we call this information an “ad” (advertisement) 

• What is the objective of ads? 

• Where can you find this information? 

 

2. Read the ads below. 

 

They are looking for a home! 

Canary: lovely yellow bird. It can’t fly too high, but I can sing beautiful melodies. It can 

be your perfect company. 

Dolphin: intelligent and lovely dolphin. It is active, but very disciplined. It can’t jump too 

high 

Dog: this beautiful animal can guide blind people. It can’t bark, but it can find prey in the 

forest. 

Kitten: this baby cat can be the perfect company for your child. Don’t you want to be its 

master? It can jump, but it can’t run very fast 

Parrot: this colorful parrot can repeat words in five languages. It is very young, and it 

can learn many things 
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3. Based on the ads, complete these sentences using can or can’t  

a. The kitten _________ jump, but it _________ run very fast. 

b. The dolphin _________ jump too high, but it _________ do tricks 

c. The parrot ______ speak, but it _________ repeat words in five languages 

d. The dog _________ bark, but it __________ catch prey 

e. The canary ____________ sing beautiful melodies, but it ________ fly too high  

 

4. Write sentences contrasting ideas. See the example 

• Hens have wings/can’t fly. 

Hens have wings, but they can’t fly______________ 

• Dogs don’t speak/can guide bind people. 

__________________________________________ 

• Ostriches are birds/can run. 

___________________________________________ 

• Dolphins are mammals/can’t live out of water 

____________________________________________ 

5. Guess the following riddles. 

 

I am a famous person. 

I can sing very well, 

but I can’t play the piano. 

I am a _____________ 

 

I’m a bird. I live on a farm. 

I can lay eggs, but I can’t fly. 

I am a _____________ 

 

I can walk on two legs, 

but I am not a man. 

I can sing sweetly,  

but I am not a child. 

I can fly, but not too high. 

I am a little ___________ 
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GRAMMAR PRACTICE 

Expressing ability: can 

1. Affirmative  

Look the chart and write the abilities each one has. Remember to use CAN + the simple 

form of the verb 

 Run 

fast 

Swim Jump Fly 

Cat  X X X  

Turtle   X   

Horse X  X  

Camel  X  X  

Kangaroo    X  

People  X X X  

Dog  X X X  

Hen  X   X 

Canary     X 

Mouse  X X X  

 

a. A cat can run fast, swim and jump  

b. A turtle ____________ ____________. 

c. A horse ______________ ___________, and ____________. 

d. A camel ______________ _______________ and _____________. 

e. A kangaroo _______________ __________________. 

f. People _____________ _________________, _______________ and ______________. 

g. A dog ______________ _______________, __________________ and ______________. 

h. A hen ________________ ___________________ and _______________. 

i. A canary __________________ ________________. 

j. A mouse _______________ ______________ ________________ and ______________. 

 

2. Negative  

Now, complete the sentences describing one of the activities that they can’t do. Use 

CAN’T + the simple form of the verb. See the example. 

a. A cat can’t fly. 

b. A turtle _______________ __________________. 

c. A camel _______________ __________________. 

d. A horse _______________ __________________. 

e. A kangaroo ____________ __________________. 

f. People ________________ __________________. 

g. A dog _________________ __________________. 

h. A hen _________________ __________________. 
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3. Interrogative  

Answer the following questions. See the examples. These children are preparing a party 

at school. Look at what everyone can do. 

 

Monica & Andrew: we can bring some soft drinks! 

Bill: I can bake some cookies, but I can’t bring any drinks. 

Tania & Marta: we can write the invitation cards, but we can’t bake any cookies. 

Sandra: I can dance but I can’t sing. 

Thomas: I can sing but I play the guitar. 

Michael: I can play the guitar, but I can’t play the drums. 

Geena: I can bake a cake, but I can’t write the invitation cards. 

Rose: I can play de drums, but I can’t bake a cake. 

 

 

WH- Questions 

 

a. What can Sandra do? 

She can dance. 

b. What can Thomas do? 

_____________________________. 

c. What can Michael do? 

_____________________________. 

d. What can Rose do? 

_____________________________. 

e. What can Geena do? 

_____________________________. 

f. What can Bill do? 

_____________________________. 

g. What can Tania do? 

_____________________________. 

h. What can Monica and Andrew do? 

_____________________________. 

i. What can Tania and Marta do? 

_____________________________. 

Yes/No Questions 

Use long answers. 

a. Can rose bake a cake?  

No, she can’t bake a cake. ________. 

b. Can Geena play the drums? 

_____________________________. 

c. Can Sandra play the guitar? 

_____________________________. 

d. Can Tania and Marta dance? 

_____________________________. 

e. Can Bill bake some cookies? 

_____________________________. 

f. Can Tania and Marta sing? 

_____________________________. 

g. Can Monica and Andrew bring some 

soft drinks?  

_____________________________. 

h. Can Michael play the guitar? 

_____________________________. 

 

    “YOU CAN DO MANY BEAUTIFUL THINGS WITH YOUR LIFE”“YOU CAN DO MANY BEAUTIFUL THINGS WITH YOUR LIFE”“YOU CAN DO MANY BEAUTIFUL THINGS WITH YOUR LIFE”“YOU CAN DO MANY BEAUTIFUL THINGS WITH YOUR LIFE”    

 


