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ACTIVITY 1 
 

Put in the verbs in brackets into the gaps. Use Simple Past Tense. 
 
1. I _____________________  my maths homework yesterday. ( do) 

2.  _____________________ Susan_____________________   to England by plane? ( go) 

3. They   _____________________a farm two weeks ago. ( visit) 

4. Jenny and Peggy _____________________  their brother. (not/ help) 

5. The children _____________________  at home last weekend. (not/ be) 

6. When _____________________  you  _____________________ this wonderful skirt? ( design) 

7. My mother  _____________________ into the van. (not/ crash) 

8. The boys   _____________________the mudguards of their bicycles. ( take off) 

9.   _____________________you  _____________________ your aunt last week? ( phone) 

10. He   _____________________ milk at school. (not/to drink) 

 

ACTIVITY 2 

A. AFFIRMATIVE:  Put the verbs into the simple past. 
 
1. Last year I (go)__________  to England on vacation.  

2. It (be) __________  fantastic. 

3. I (visit) __________  lots of interesting places.  

4. I (be) __________  with two friends of mine.  

5. In the mornings we (walk) __________  in the streets of London.  

6. In the evenings we (go) _________ to pubs.  

7. The weather (be) ____________ strangely fine.  

8. It (rain) __________   a lot yesterday.  

9. We (see) __________  some beautiful rainbows.  

10. you (visit) __________   your cousins. 

 

B. The sentences into simple past. 

 

1. We move to a new house. →  _________________________________________ 

2. They bring a sandwich. →   ___________________________________________ 

3. He doesn't do the homework. →   ______________________________________ 

4. They sell cars. →   _________________________________________________ 

5. Does he visit his friends? →   _________________________________________ 

 

 

 



C.  Write questions in simple past. 

1. Janet / miss / the bus →   ______________________________________________ 

2.   Your  friends / tidy /their room →   _______________________________________ 

3. where /Nancy / watch / television→   _____________________________________ 

4. John / read / a book →   _______________________________________________ 

5. teachers / play / in class →   ____________________________________________ 

 

D. Choose "Was“ or "Were“: 

1. The teacher ____________nice.  

2. The students__________ very clever.  

3. But one student__________ in trouble.  

4. We______________ sorry for him.  

5. He __________nice though.  

 

ACTIVITY 3   

 Order these sentences properly  and translate them into spanish. 

1. finish / time / on / did / they / the homework? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. didn’t / night / she / the movie / watch / last 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. grandparents / did / your / you / visit / weekend / last? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. understand / we / didn’t / yesterday / the lesson 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. soccer / he / after school / did / play? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. early / didn’t / I / up / wake / this morning 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



7. buy / did / Maria / notebook / a / new? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. travel / they / last year / didn’t / to Bogotá 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. explain / the teacher / did / the activity? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. clean / John / didn’t / room / his 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ACTIVITY 4  READING COMPREHENSION 

A.  Read the text and underline the unknown words for you. 

Last summer, Joel and Sara travelled to England for two weeks. They travelled inAugust and stayed in a college 

with other students in Brighton, the South of England. It was really fantastic because they talked to a lot of students 

of different nationalities and learned a lot about other cultures and customs. Of course, they learned a lot of English 

too because they practiced it every day. In the morning they studied a little, they asked the teacher to speak slowly 

when necessary and answered her questions. In the afternoon they visited different places or played different sports 

at the college. It was so much fun. They often walked down to the beach with their new friends and played or 

chatted. In the evening they were tired so they sometimes watched videos or played board games.  The best days 

were Saturday and Sunday because they travelled to London. The city is very big and they visited all the monuments 

like Big Ben, The London Eye and Buckingham Palace. They wanted to see the Queen but they didn’t see her, only 

her guards! 

They liked everything in the city but their favourite thing was the museums, especially Madam Tussards. There were 

lots of realistic figures of famous people there.  At the end of the two weeks, they were sad to return home. The 

holidays were fun and different from usual. They cried a little when they waved goodbye to their new friends and 

promised to write or send emails when they arrived home. 

 

B. Answer the following questions. 

1. What did Joel and Sara do in the afternoon?______________________________________________________. 

2. Did they learn a lot of new things?______________________________________________________________. 

3. What did they like the best?__________________________________________________________________. 

4. What did they visit in the capital?______________________________________________________________. 



5. Did they like the museums?___________________________________________________________________. 

6. What museum did they like the best?___________________________________________________________. 

7. Did they see the Queen?_____________________________________________________________________. 

8. What did they promise to do when they arrived home? ___________________________________________. 

 

C. True or false? Correct the false ones. 

_____1. Joel and Sara travelled to England for three weeks. ___________________________________________. 

_____2. They stayed in a college._________________________________________________________________. 

_____3. Brighton is in the North of England.________________________________________________________. 

_____4. They asked the teacher to speak fast.______________________________________________________. 

_____5. They sometimes walked up to the beach.___________________________________________________. 

 

USED TO 

Used to describes a past reality that no longer exists.   

Structure:  Subject + used to + verb 

Examples: 

• I used to believe adults knew everything.  Now I know they don’t. 

• I used to trust easily. 

• I used to play without thinking about time. 

• I used to be someone else. 

Negative: 

• I didn’t use to question reality. 

Question: 

• Did you use to believe in magic? 

 

ACTIVITY 5: Then vs Now 

Complete honestly. 

1. I used to believe ____________________________________________________________ 

2. I used to fear ______________________________________________________________ 

3. I used to love ______________________________________________________________ 

4. I didn’t use to understand ____________________________________________________ 

5. When I was 5 years old, I used to_______________________________but I don’t anymore. 

 



 

ACTIVITY 6: Interview your past self.   

WH QUESTIONS 

Questions that excavate truth-information.  Structure:  WH + did + subject + verb? 

 

Answer these questions about  your CHILDHOOD. 

1. Where did you grow up?___________________________________________________________ 

2. Who influenced you most? _________________________________________________________ 

3. When did you change? ____________________________________________________________ 

4. Why did you stop being that person? _________________________________________________ 

5. Where did you feel the safest? _______________________________________________________ 

6. Who protected you? _______________________________________________________________ 

7. What did you fear? ________________________________________________________________ 

8. Why did you change? ______________________________________________________________ 

 

ACTIVITY 7:  AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL RECONSTRUCTION 

Write about “The person YOU used to be”   when you were 10 years old.                                                 12–15 lines 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



ACTIVITY 8 WRITING EXERCISE 

Read this paragraph and finish the story.  Remember to use simple past tense, be creative! 

Frank had a terrible day yesterday. It was the day of his vacation to London but it was a nightmare. He left the house 

at 10 o'clock in the morning and caught a taxi to the airport.  Martin went to the check-in with his luggage. When the 

man who worked for the airline asked for his passport, Frank became very upset. Where was his passport? Frank 

realized he didn't have his passport with him. … 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


